AUSTRALIAN BUREAU OF STATISTICS Bijfenmtel 7 \ige)a a (es 


Commonwealth Banks Building. Cnr Elizabeth & Flinders Streets, Melbourne, Box 2796Y, G.P.O. Melbourne Vic. 3001 Tel; 630181 


CATALOGUE NUMBER 6201.2 4 OGTOBER 1979 
THE LABOUR FORCE - VICTORIA, 
» STATE 


ee ; LIBRARY OF NSW, 


Inguiries concerning these statistica may be made by telephoning the Labour subsegtiern AY 2 


al : 
A ae on Melbourne (03) 63 O18t, extension 6079, 


a 
MAIN FEATURES eee 


Total unemployment in Victoria remained relatively stable in July 1979, being 
egtimated at 92,000 persons or 5.3 per cent of the labour force, The unemployment rate 
was estimated at 4,1 per cent for males compared to 7.3 per cent for females, and was 
substantially higher in the 15-19 age group, where it was estimated at 11.3 per cent for 
males and 17,8 per cent for females, 


The estimate of the number of persons not in the labour force has increaased 
substantially over the past year from 1,073,400 persons in July 1978 to 1,110,400 persons 
in July 1979, There has been an accompanying decrease in the labour force participation 
rate from 61,7 per cent to 61.0 per cent. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES | 
INTRODUCTION 


] iB This monthly publication, first published for August 1978, contains Victorian labour force estimates | 
derived from the population survey conducted throughout Australia each month by the Australian Bureau of | 
Statistics, Before February 197B the survey was Conducted on a quarterly basis in the months of February, May, 

“August, and November each year. 


CONDUCT OF ABS POPULATION SURVEY 


De The survey is based on a multi-stage area sample of private dwellings (about 6,500 houses, flats, 
etc,} and non-private dwellings (hotels, motels, ete,) and covers about one half of one per cent of the 

jyrian population, The information is ebtained from the occupants of selected dwellings by carefully chosen 
and specially trained interviewers, The interviews are generally conducted during the two weeks beginning on 
the Monday between the 6th api the 12th of each month. The information obtained relates to the week pricr to 
the interview (i,e., the survey week), Because of operational problems arising from the Christmas and New Year 
holidays, the December 1978 survey commenced a week earlier than usual (i.e., om 4 December), but most interviews 
were conducted during the following week, The January 1979 survey commenced & week later than usual (i.e., on 
15 January), 


REVISION CF SERIES 


oe Since February 1978 survey estimates have been based on population estimates derived from the 1976 
Population Census, adjusted fer under-enumeration, They were obtained by using a nsw sample and revised 
questionnaire, Estimates back to August 1971 have been revised on the new basis and are not comparable with 
Victorian estimates contained in labour force publications issued by the ABS Canberra Office before February 1978, 


SCOPE CF SURVEY 


4, All persons aged fifteen years and over are included in the survey except the following: members of 
the permanent defence forces; certain diplomatic personnel of overseas governpents, customarily excluded from 
Census and estimated populations; non-Australians on tour or holidaying in Australia; and members of non- 
Australian defence forces {and their dependants) stationed in Australia. 


DEFINITIONS 


oe The labour force category to which a person is assigned depends on his actual activity (i.e., whether 
working, looking for work, ete,) during the survey week, The definitions conform closely to the international 
standard definitions recommended by the International Labour Organisation, 


6. Emp.loyed persons comprise all those aged %5 years and over who, during the survey week: 


(a) worked for one hour or moze for pay, profit, commission, or payment in kind in a job or business, or 
on a farm (including employees, employers, ami self-employed persons); or 


(b) worked for fifteen hours or more without pay in a family business or on a farm (i.e,, unpaid family 
helper; or 


(c) were employees who had a job but were not at work and were; on paid leave; on leave without pay for 
less than four weeks up to the end of the survey week; stood down without pay because of bad weataer 
or plant breakdown at their place of employment for less than four weeks, up to the end of the survey 
week; on strike or locked out; on workers" compensation and expected to be returning to their Job; 
or receiving wages or salary while undertaking full-time study; or 


(d} were employers or self-employed persons whe had a job, business or farm, but were not at work, 
Fi Unemployed persons are those aged 15 years and over who were not employed during the survey week, and: 


(a) had actively looked for full-time or part-tims work at any time in the four weeks up to the end of 
the survey week and: 
(i) were available for work im the survey week, or would have been available except for temporary 
illness (i.e., lasting for less than four weeks to the end of the survey week); or 
(ii) were waiting te start a new job within four weeks from the end of the survey week and would 
have started in the survey week if the job had been available then; or 


(b} were waiting to be called back to a full-time or part-time job from which they had been stood down 
without pay for less than four weeks up to the end of the survey week (including the whole of the 
survey week) for reasons other than bad weather or plant breakdown, 


By The labour force comprises all persons who, during the survey week, were employed cor unemployed, as 
defined in paragraphs 6 and 7 above, 


Du Full-time workers are those who usually work 35 hours a week or more and others who, although usually 
part-time workers, worked 35 hours or more during the survey week, Part-time workers are those whe usually work 
less than 35 hours a week and who did so during the survey week, When recording hours of work, fractions of 
an hour are disregarded, 


10. Fersens not_in the labour force are those whe, during the survey week, were not in the categories 
'employed' or ‘unemployed’, 


REILABILITY OF ESTIMATES 


11, Since the estimates in this publication are based on information obtained from occupants of a sample 
of dwellings they, and the movements derived from them, are subject to sampling variability; that is, they nay 
differ from the figures that would have been produced if all dwellings had been included in the survey, One 
measure of the likely difference is given by the standard error, which indicates the extent to which an estimate 
night have varied by chance because only a sample of dwellings was included in the survey, There are about two 
chances in three that a sample estimate will differ by less than one standard error from the figure that would 
have been obtained if all dwellings had been included in the survey, and ebout nineteen chances in twenty that 
the difference will be lees than two standard errors, 


es Standard errors cf survey estimates and month to month movements are as follows: 
VICTORIA - STANDARD ERRORS OF ESTIMATES 
(1000) 
Size of estimate 45 5,0 6.0 10.0 20,0 50.0 100.0 200.0 300.0 500.0 1,000.0 2,000.0 
Standard error Ade atlcdl este edd oul Se 257 One: 4.4 5.0 5.8 70 8,4 
VICTORIA - STANDARD ERRORS OF ESTIMATES OF MONTH TO MONTH MOVEMENTS 
(10.00) 
Size of larger estimates 4,5 Bo 6,0 10.0 20.0 50.0 190.0 200.0 300.0 500.0 1,000.0 2,000.0 
Standard error 12) Vo = ie A Me 23 2.8 SS el cee 4.2 4.9 5.6 


_ RELATED PUBLICATIONS 


13. Users may also wish ta refer te the following publications, available om request, which are issued 
by the ABS Canberra Office: 


Unemp.loyment(piceliminary estimates) (6701.0) (monthly) 


The labour force (preliminary) (4202.0) (monthly) 
The labour force - Australia (6203,0) (monthly) 


The labour force (6204,0} (annual) 


Civilian employees(preliminary) (6212.0} (monthly) 

Civilian employees (6213.0) (monthly) 

Information paper: questionnaires usedin the labour force survey (6232,0) (irregular) 
All publications produced by the ABS are listed in the Catalogue of publications (1101,0} which is available 
free of charge from any ABS Office, 
SYMBOLS AND OTHER USAGES 


p,a, not available 
os not applicable 
subject to sampling variability too high for most practical purposes 


Where figures have been rounded, discrepancies may occur between sums of the component items and totals. 


W. McLENNAN 
Deputy Commonwealth Statistician 


TABLE i, VICTORIA — CIVILIAN POPULATION AGED 15 YHARS AND OVER, BY EMPLOYMENT STATIS (a) 3 


elaine netenine I 
Civilian 
Not in population 3 : 
Lab Unempl t Participat 
Month Employed Unemployed ol labour aged 15 years Siam ey he Aiphone 
force and over 
('000) ('000) ('000) ('000) (000) (per cent) (par cent) 
: 
MALES . 
1976 — May 1,045.6 29.3 1,074.9 258.3 THs) S82 eal 80.6 
1977 — May 1,037.8 43,5 1,081.3 270.0 1,35123 4.0 80,0 . 
1978 - May 1,045.3 45.6 1,091.0 282.2 1,37 32 4,2 79.4 \ 
June 1,044.5 46,0 1,090.6 284.8 1,375.4 4,2 73.3 
July 1,045.1 43.3 1,088.4 288,4 V376.8 4.0 79.1 i 
1979 - May 1,050.5 46.6 1,097.0 299.8 1,396.8 462 78.5 | 
June 1,050.5 46,4 1,096.9 300.6 Joie Fins) 4.2 78.5 | 
July 1,048.7 45.0 1,093.7 305.5 1,399.1 4,1 78.2 
MARRIED FEMALES i 
1976 — May Na, Dea. nea. Neb. na, ndy Nea, 
7] - May 397.6 18.0 415.6 510.5 926.1 4.3 44,9 
1978 - May 381.4 26.5 408,0 507.0 975.0 6.5 44,6 
ume 381.3 24,9 406.2 513.6 919.9 6.1 44,2 
July 380.2 23.6 403.8 511.7 lee! 5.8 44,1 
1979 — May 382.5 19.5 400.0 54,0 923.9 4,4 44.3 
June 379.0 13.3 398 3 525.0 Began 4,8 43.1 
July 379.6 20.7 400.3 524.1 924.3 Be 43, 
OTHER FEMALES (d)} 
1976 — May nay Bede Nefe NBs 0,8, Ne. Neale 
1977 = May 202,2 ras) 2255 241,2 470.8 169 48.8 
1978 = May 210.9 2744 238.3 267.4 505.7 14,5 47.1 
June 210.4 24,0 234.4 269.3 503.7 10.2 46.5 
July 213.5 22,7 236.3 27304 509.7 9.6 46.4 
179 - May 219.9 26.9 246.8 27405 521.2 1.9 47.3 
June 217 22 29.1 246.4 276.2 522.5 11,8 4741 
July 216.0 26.3 242.3 280.8 524.2 “13.9 46.3 
ALL FEMALES | 
1976 - May 579.5 35.0 614,5 762.9 1,374 5.7 44.6 
1977 - May 599.8 45.3 645.1 75447 1,396.8 70 46,2 
1978 ~ May 592.3 54,0 64603 T7404 1,420.7 8.4 45.5 i 
June 591.7 43.9 640,6 782.9 1,423.5 76 45.0 
July 593.7 46,4 640,1 785.0 1,425.4 742 44.9 | 
1979 = May 602.4 44,4 646.7 798.4 1,445.41 6.9 44,8 i 
June 596.2 48,4 644.6 01,2 1,445.8 Fils 44.6 
SE ee Er 1,447.5 123 44,4 
PERSONS 
1976 - May 1,625.1 64,3 1,489.4 9 1,021.7 ?,710,6 3.8 62.3 
77 = May 1,637.7 88.7 1,726.4 4,021.7 2,748.1 Be 62.8 
1978 - May 1,63767 99.6 1,737.3 1,056.6 2, 098,2 5.7 62,2 
June 1,636.2 94.59 Wastes Ge 7 2,798.9 Bes 61.9 
July 1,638.8 89.7 1,728.5 1,073.4 2,801.9 5.2 61.7 
1979 = May 1,652,8 90.9 1,743.8 1,098.2 2,841.9 ae 61,4 
June 1,646.47 94.7 1,741.5 1,104.8 2,843.2 5.4 61,2 
July 1,644,2 92,0 1,736.31, 1104 2,846,6 5.3 61.9 


(a) For details of changes in the timing of the survey, the scope of the estimates, and definitions, see 
explanatory notes on pages 1 and 2, 
(>) The number of unemployed in each group as a percentage of the labour force in the same group. 


(c} The labour force in each group as a percentage of the civilian. popn lation aged 15 years and over in the 
same group, 


(d) Never married, widowed, and divorced, 


4 TABLE 2, VICTORIA - CIVILIAN LABOUR FORCE {a} BY AGE, JULY 1979 


es Number ('000) Participation rate (b) (per cent} 
group : 
Married AlL Married All 
P 
tyeesa) Males females females sameeren enh females females % i 
5 - 19 190,2 5.1 88,4 188.6 Bye? 67.5 OZ at 55, 
2 = 24 146.8 48,4 119.6 266.4 89.2 62,0 eee 6 
53 - 287.5 124.9 162,3 449.8 bee 43,3 53.0 74 iy 
35 = 44 221,8 12.7 126.6 348,4 96.2 56.4 56.6 % i) 
45 = 54 198.4 72.1 98.3 296.7 93.8 45.5 49.6 in| | 
55 - 59 79.6 21.3 29,2 198.8 83,4 28.3 30.3 56 
60 - 64 40.2 6.6 11,8 52.0 eco 1251 15,2 34 
65 and over 19.3 . 6,3 25.6 13.0 o 3.0 7 
Total 1,083 400,3 642.6 1,736.3 78.2 43.3 44,4 61, 
(a} Civilians aged 15 years and over. See page 1, paragraph 4, 
(b) The labour force in each group as a percentage of the civilian population in the same group, 
TABLE 3, VICTORIA — ASPECTS OF UNEMPLOYMENT, JULY 1973 
Number { '000} Unemployment rate (a) (per aa 
Particulars — ; 
Males Females Persons Male s Females Perag 
Total unemployed 45.0 47.0 92.0 4,1 Tel z 
Regional distribution - 
Melbourne Statistical Division 37.8 34,4 67.2 4,2 7," ' 
Rest of Victoria 1252 127 24.9 3.9 8,1 ' 
Looking for - 
Full-time work 47,4 32.8 74,2 4,0 7.6 
Part-time work ” 14,3 17.9 © 6,8 ‘ 
Marital status - 
Married 16.9 20.7 37.6 22 iat } 
Not married (b) 28,1 26.3 54,5 8.5 10.9 } 
| 
Age distribution (years) - ! 
5 - 19 afl 15.8 27.1 11,3 17.8 Ty | 
2 - 24 10.0 4 19.4 6.8 79 7a 
25 = 34 10,6 9.6 20,2 ana 5 4 
35 and over 13.1 12.3 OOS) 23 4.5 3 
Birthplace - % Vag 
Born in Australia 31.3 32.3 63.6 4,1 Tisil 5 
Born outside Australia - 13.8 14.7 28,5 4.1 8.0 5§ 
Arrived before 1971 10,2 THES: 21.5 3.7 7-8 } 
" from 1971 to 1979 . . 6.9 ° ° 
Duration of unemployment (weeks) — 
Under 2 4.6 * 9,0 - ee 
2 and under 4 > 6.2 o.6 oa es 
4 fn "8 7.0 6.5 13.5 a oe | 
gon nr 13 5.0 : 8.9 os oe 
30" On 6.8 8.8 15.6 ee + | 
ow om op 9.9 8.9 18,8 RS ae 
2 and over 18.2 17.2 3544 = gle 
52 wt 1 8.3 8.3 16,6 * ** 


AVERAGE DURATION OF UNEMPLOYMENT {weeks} 


All unemployed persons ere 26,8 27.3 én ee 


a) The number of unemployed in each group as a percentage of the labour force in the same group. 
(b) Never married, widowed, and divorced, 


